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Internet Astronomical Observatories and Science Education

Takehiko SATOH, Kengo MAEDA, Naoki MATSUMOTO, and Y ukimasa TSUBOTA
(Received September 1, 2001)

An “Internet astronomical observatory” is a sophisticated facility of which al functions of performing
astronomical observations can be accessed and controlled via the Internet (two are currently in operation in Chiba
and Kanagawa). We have demonstrated its usefulness to a broad range of audience at the Science Festival 2001,
held in August, 2001. To fully utilize such useful facilities, it is ideal to build one at the Faculty of Education,
Kumamoto University, which should serve as a very important observing site in the western part of Japan. We

discuss possible use of thistool of “IT era’ in today’ s science education.
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